
Diving into 
the New 
NVACS-SS

2ND GRADE PRESENTERS

KRISTIN CAMPBELL, KRISTIN CASSEL, RENEE FOX,

JENNIFER NOLAND, CHRISTEN VICE



Grade 2: Our National Identity and Culture
In second grade, students learn about significant events in the history of 
the United States and the diverse perspectives and experiences of the 
people who have shaped our national identity through those events. 
Students will analyze how modern understanding of American freedom 
and democracy were shaped by multiple perspectives and people with 
diverse backgrounds. National holidays and celebrations are viewed 
through the lens of complex historical and cultural perspectives.

TAKE THREE MINUTES TO READ THE STANDARDS. WRITE 
DOWN ONE QUESTION YOU HAVE.



Comparing the Old with the New
PREVIOUS SOCIAL 

STUDIES STANDARDS
H2.2.1 Identify ways importance of both local 
and national landmarks, and explain how they 
create a sense community among citizens.

H3.2.3 Explain why people and events are 
honored in commemorative holidays.

H3.2.3 Explain why people and events are 
honored in commemorative holidays. which 
people cooperate to achieve a common goal.

NEW 
NVACS-SS

SS.2.21. Identify major national landmarks 
associated with historical events. SS.2.20. Locate 
major historical events in national history on a 
map.
SS.2.16. Explain how diverse individuals have 
played important roles in developing nation’s 
civic identity, including but not limited to: 
deliberative discussion, equality, freedom, 
liberty, and respect for individual rights.

SS.2.12. Examine major events in U.S. History to 
understand how discrimination and oppression 
of various racial and ethnic groups have 
contributed towards movements for social 
justice.



The term rigor is widely used by educators to describe instruction, schoolwork, learning 
experiences, and educational expectations that are academically, intellectually, and 
personally challenging. Rigorous learning experiences, for example, help students 
understand knowledge and concepts that are complex, ambiguous, or contentious, and they 
help students acquire skills that can be applied in a variety of educational, career, and civic 
contexts throughout their lives.

In education, rigor is commonly applied to lessons that encourage students to question 
their assumptions and think deeply, rather than to lessons that merely demand 
memorization and information recall. While some educators may 
equate rigor with difficultly, many educators would argue that academically 
rigorous learning experiences should be sufficiently and appropriately challenging for 
individual students or groups of students, not simply difficult. Advocates contend that 
appropriately rigorous learning experiences motivate students to learn more and learn it 
more deeply, while also giving them a sense of personal accomplishment when they 
overcome a learning challenge—whereas lessons that are simply “hard” will more likely 
lead to disengagement, frustration, and discouragement.

HTTP://EDGLOSSARY.ORG/RIGOR/





Disciplinary Skills Disciplinary Skills Standards
Constructing 
compelling 
questions

SS.2.1. With prompting and support, generate compelling 
questions to explore our national identity and culture.

Creating 
supporting 
questions

SS.2.2. With prompting and support, generate supporting 
questions related to compelling questions.

Gathering and 
evaluating sources

SS.2.3. With prompting and support, analyze multiple primary 
sources to determine point of view and perspective.

Developing claims 
and using evidence

SS.2.4. With prompting and support, construct responses to 
compelling questions using reasoning, examples, and relevant 
details.

Communicating 
and critiquing 
conclusions

SS.2.5. With prompting and support, construct organized 
explanations for various audiences and purposes.

SS.2.6. With prompting and support, participate in a 
structured academic discussion using reasoning.

Taking informed 
action

SS.2.7. With prompting and support, list and discuss group or 
individual action to help address local, regional, and or 
national problems.

SS.2.8. With prompting and support, use deliberative and 
democratic procedures to take action about an issue in your 
community.

How do the Disciplinary Skill Standards Support the Inquiry Arc & the NVACS-ELA?



The Content Themes by
Social Studies Discipline

CIVICS ECONOMICS GEOGRAPHY HISTORY

.

Civics Economics

History Geography

Social Studies 
Disciplines



What inquiries are coming this year?
How did the citizens of America and the world unite after the tragedy of September 11, 2001?

How Should We Remember Abraham Lincoln?

What’s The Real Story Of The First Thanksgiving?

Why Did Children Work During the Industrial Revolution?

How has the Star Spangled Banner become a symbol for what America stands for?

How has the civil rights movement contributed to our freedoms today?



It’s time to dive in 
and play with some 
materials.

During the next part of this presentation, we ask that you 
engage with us with your second grade hat on as we showcase 
part of an inquiry.







Teacher Lesson Plan View:



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWKf56fgKCw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWKf56fgKCw


Video Transcript:  February 12th is the birthday of Abraham. Lincoln was born in 1809 in a log cabin near Hodgenville, 
Kentucky. Long before he became President, Lincoln's friends and acquaintances called him Honest Abe. When he was a boy 
in Indiana, he borrowed a book about George Washington from a neighbor Josiah Crawford. After rainwater ruined it, he 
went straight to Crawford and owned up to what had happened. He spent three days in Crawford's cornfield working to pay 
for the book. When Lincoln was a young storekeeper in New Salem Illinois he accidentally shortchanged a customer by six 
and a quarter cents. As soon as he discovered the error, he closed the shop and walked six miles to pay the money back. 
Lincoln's store was not a success. He and his partner, William Berry, went into debt trying to make a go of it. The store 
winked out* anyway. His link included and left him owing a great deal of money, especially after Berry died. He could have 
done what so many others in similar situations did simply head west for new frontiers and leave the debt behind. But, he 
resolved to stay. For a young man of his means it was a large burden. He called it with grim humor his “national debt”. It took 
him several years, but he paid it all back. His reputation as a lawyer caused people to say “he'll be fair and square”. One time
he forced a law partner to give back half the theme* the man had charged a client. “That money comes out of the pocket of 
a poor demented girl”, he said and” I would rather starve than swindle her”. It's no coincidence that one of our most beloved
presidents was a man who held himself to the highest standards of truthfulness.









































Spring Schedule of Intro Classes



"The important thing is not to 
stop questioning. Curiosity has 
its own reason for existing."

- Albert Einstein


	Diving into the New NVACS-SS
	Grade 2: Our National Identity and Culture�In second grade, students learn about significant events in the history of the United States and the diverse perspectives and experiences of the people who have shaped our national identity through those events. Students will analyze how modern understanding of American freedom and democracy were shaped by multiple perspectives and people with diverse backgrounds. National holidays and celebrations are viewed through the lens of complex historical and cultural perspectives.
	Comparing the Old with the New
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	The Content Themes by�Social Studies Discipline
	What inquiries are coming this year?
	It’s time to dive in and play with some materials.
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Spring Schedule of Intro Classes
	"The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for existing."

