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Today’s Session

Review: Background on talk tasks
Engage: As a learner
Inquire: How can we employ talk tasks to support 
students’ speaking & listening skills related to the 
new social studies standards?



How did the citizens of America 
and the world 

unite after the tragedy of September 11, 2001?

Supporting Questions:
What happened September 11, 2001? 
Where was the event? Who was there? 

History/Geography: SS.2.9, SS.2.20



Engage in Talk Task #1



How might this look different
for your students? 



Talk Tasks in Your Classroom
The K-12 Disciplinary Skills are:

 Constructing compelling questions

 Creating supporting questions
 Gathering and evaluating sources

 Developing claims and using evidence

 Communicating and critiquing conclusions
 Taking informed action





PARTNER A: 
Teacher 

Requirements

PARTNER B: 
Student 

Requirements

PARTNER C: 
School 

Culture & 
Supports

What to look for as 
you watch the 

upcoming video…



What does a focus on oracy look like?

http://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2016/10/03/why-the-art-of-speaking-should-be-taught-alongside-math-and-literacy/?utm_content=buffer6776b&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2016/10/03/why-the-art-of-speaking-should-be-taught-alongside-math-and-literacy/?utm_content=buffer6776b&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer


A Look at School 21
Public, Urban Per Pupil Expenditures:

£8,072 School ($10,000 U.S.)

Demographics:
28% Asian
36% Black
36% White
49% Free/Reduced Lunch

Data is from the 2015-2016 academic year



How did different groups of people 
respond when the Twin Towers collapsed?



Talk Tasks in Your Classroom
The K-12 Disciplinary Skills are:

 Constructing compelling questions

 Creating supporting questions
 Gathering and evaluating sources

 Developing claims and using evidence

 Communicating and critiquing conclusions
 Taking informed action



Why is it important to remember the events 
that happened on September 11, 2001?



9/11 Memorials around the 
United States of America

https://www.cnbc.com/2011/08/31/september-11-memorials-across-
america.html?slide=13

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA

http://www.shoutoutuk.org/2013/08/04/the-usa-turns-to-isolation/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Memorial: The Garden of Reflection 
Location: Lower Makefield, Penn.

The Garden and the 64-acre Memorial Park in Lower Makefield, Penn., were built in 2005. Nine people from 
the town died in the tragedy. The site includes a fragment of the World Trade Center, a Wall of 
Remembrance with all the victims names etched on glass panels, and twin fountains that represent the rising 
spirits of those lost in the event.



Memorial Name: To Lift a Nation
Location: Emmitsburg, Md.

The memorial named “To Lift a 
Nation” features three 40-feet high 
firefighter statues, each weighs more 
than 5,000 pounds, raising the 
American flag. It is a recreation of the 
famous photo by Thomas E. Franklin 
taken at Ground Zero on 9/11 and is 
dedicated to all the firefighters that 
died in the tragedy.



Memorial: Amy Toyen Sculpture 
Location: Avon, Conn.

Dedicated in 2002, the piece 
commemorates the 9/11 victim 
Amy Toyen, who grew up in Avon, 
Conn. The project was initiated by 
Avon High School. Situated 
outside the Avon Free Public 
Library, the life-size bronze 
sculpture depicts Amy as a 5-
year-old young girl, in her favorite 
dress, sitting on a garden bench, 
with a book in her hands and a 
Teddy Bear in her arm (two other 
of her favorite things.)



Memorial: 9/11 Memorial “Postcards” 
Location: Staten Island, N.Y.

Built in 2004, “Postcards” features two soaring 40-foot high, white wing-like walls that symbolize notes sent 
to loved ones. The memorial is dedicated to all the Staten Island, N.Y., residents who died on 9/11, each of 
them honored with a granite plaque with their facial silhouette, name, birth date, and place of work. Ground 
Zero can be seen between the “Postcards” wings.



PAIRS SQUARED
(Two A, B Partners Join Up)

Demonstrate Active Listening:  Share with your new group 
how hearing your partner’s response made you think.

“When _partner’s name__ said __________________________ it 
made me think ___________, because…”



Talk Tasks in Your Classroom
The K-12 Disciplinary Skills are:

 Constructing compelling questions

 Creating supporting questions
 Gathering and evaluating sources

 Developing claims and using evidence

 Communicating and critiquing conclusions
 Taking informed action



How might this look different
for your students? 



What is included in a Talk Task?
A Standards-Based Prompt to Demonstrate Knowledge, 
Understanding, and Application
Thoughtful Grouping
Reminder of Discussion Guidelines
Individual Accountability for Every Student
Necessary Protocol (Accountable Talk, Sentence Stems, 
etc.)











Speaking & Listening Roles



INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTABILITY:
Self & Group Assessments

Peer Feedback
Teacher Feedback



Resources for Prompts
Project Tahoe  http://projecttahoe.org/

One Pagers
Visual Analysis
Choose a DBQ source for a talk task

Stanford History Education Group https://sheg.stanford.edu/
Pew Research Center http://www.pewresearch.org/
Listenwise https://listenwise.com/
ABC-CLIO (go through WCSD website – Library Services)
Google Arts & Culture https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/

http://projecttahoe.org/
https://sheg.stanford.edu/
http://www.pewresearch.org/
https://listenwise.com/
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/


Final Thoughts & Questions
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