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Contact Information: Kristin Campbell, Nevada’s Northwest Regional Professional Development 
Program, K – 12 Professional Learning Facilitator 

    KCampbell@washoeschools.net  
Jennifer Hill, Anderson Elementary School, Second Grade Teacher, Curriculum 
Designer 
JNoland@washoeschools.net 
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TALK TASK PLANNING TEMPLATE 

Worthwhile 
Standards-Based 
Topic & Why It’s 

Important 

 

Discussion Norms  

Thoughtful Group 
Formation                 

(What type of 
configuration will 

work best?) 

 

Prompt                
(What texts will 

guide the discussion?) 
 

Task                     
(What will students 
do? What roles will 
they have for both 
speaking and for 

listening?) 

 

Accountability    
(How will you 

measure student 
engagement and 

growth as speakers 
and listeners?) 
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We always respect each other's ideas. 
 
We are prepared to change our minds as we 

learn. 
 
We clarify, challenge, summarize, and build 

on each other's ideas. 
 

We invite others to contribute by asking 
questions. 

 
We demonstrate proof of listening. 

 
We speak in complete sentences. 
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LEGO Listening Roles for Discussion 
Role Description Sample Listening Stems 

Surgeon 
 
 
 
 
 

Asks probing 
questions to go 

deeper into 
responses. 

What is it about…that makes you say…? 
Can you tell us a little more…? 
Justify what you have said… 
Please show us the evidence… 

Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Develops others’ 
answers. 

That was a good point…it could also… 
I would like to add… 
Yes, and then you could… 
Ok, but don’t you think… 
Previously we spoke about… 
I would like to pick up on… 

Summarizer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summarizes the 
overall discussion 
in brief.  Rounds 
up points so far. 

Am I right in thinking…? 
Are you saying…? 
Have I got that right?  Are you saying…? 
So are we supposed to be…? 
So that suggests… 
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LEGO Listening Roles for Discussion 
Role Description Sample Listening Stems 

So we don’t understand about the bit… 
Referee 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Starts new 
branches of 

discussion. Kicks 
off discussion with 

key questions. 

Why do you think…? 
Let’s start by… 
So that leads us to the question… 
The first thing we need to do is… 

Challenger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Argues against 
presented views. 
Provokes further 

discussion. 

You said…, but… 
But if that’s true, then how can… 
That may be true, but what about… 

Clarifier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attempts to clarify 
responses. 

What do you mean when you say…? 
Can you give us an example…? 
Is that the same as…? 
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Talk Task Self & Peer Assessment 
Individual or Group Name __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Talk Task ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Oracy Skill Gold/Silver/Bronze 
Rating 

Goals for Next Talk Task 

Physical   
clarity of pronunciation   

facial expression and eye contact  

Linguistic   
formal academic language 
 

  

specific vocabulary in context (if 
assigned) 

 

Cognitive   
 building on the views of others   

summarizing  

maintaining focus on task  

giving reasons and evidence to 
support views 

 

critically examining ideas and 

views expressed 

 

Social & Emotional   
turn-taking   

listening actively and 

responding appropriately 

 

GOLD means ‘consistently demonstrates this skill’.  
SILVER means ‘demonstrates this skill some of the time’. BRONZE means ‘rarely or never demonstrates this skill yet’. 
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NOTES 


